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It also has built-in serial communications abilities so it's possible to have
a computer control the hardware attached to your PIC. For (fly)light, this
might translate to computer-driven, LED animations.

A\M“' 'H"ef «+ Bl The PIC doesn't understand BASIC so you need
to compile the BASIC code into machine language.

You can either buy the PicBasic Pro Compiler from microEngineering Labs

(melabs.com) and install the software on your computer. Or try an online The first and foremost reference for figuring out a PIC's capabilities is it's

compiler that you purchase a subscription for (compilespot.com offers a datasheet. The PIC16F62X datasheet can be found on the manufacturer's

full demo version). website (microchip.com) or from the retailer in which you bought your
chips from.

Either way, after you compile the BASIC code, you'll get a .hex file that

contains mysterious computer jargon. The .pdf datasheet is 170 pages long but don't worry... you don't need to
read all of it (or even understand 95% of it) to get started. Concentrate

This hex code needs to be transferred to your chip using a PIC on the pin diagrams on page 4 and the table of pinout descriptions on

programmer. microEngineering Labs also offers the EPIC Plus pages 11-12. (See next pages for an excerpt.)

Programmer which is a specially designed circuit with a spot to insert

your PIC and it comes with operating software. S |
* $2.84 CDN for the PIC16F628-04/P when ordered through digikey.ca in multiples of 25. I don't know if these are the

best prices around but it's nice that Digi-Key incorporates any duties, tariffs and brokerage fees related to cross-border

After installing and running the EPIC software , YOLI'” have to make a shipping into the prices listed in their catalogue... I personally hate paying extra when getting packages in the mail.
@ few program settings: )
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